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IMPROVING OUR WORLD AND INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF GREAT 
SCIENTISTS, ENGINEERS, AND BUSINESS LEADERS 


THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE HONORS THE BEST OF THE BEST 
THE 2017 FRANKLIN INSTITUTE AWARDS 


NBC NEWS’ WILLIE GEIST TO EMCEE THE SOLD-OUT CEREMONY 
THURSDAY, MAY 4 
AWARDS WEEK EVENTS ANNOUNCED: MAY 1—5 


Philadelphia, PA April 28, 2017—This year, the annual Franklin Institute Awards Ceremony will be 
hosted by Willie Geist, host of NBC News’ “Sunday TODAY” and co-host of MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” on 
Thursday, May 4. The Franklin Institute Awards Ceremony is the culmination of a weeklong series of events and 
programs designed to shine an important spotlight on advancements in science and technology, as well as 
extraordinary business leadership. The highlight of this elegant black-tie event is the presentation of the medals to 
the 2017 laureates—individuals who have expanded our knowledge of the brain, pioneered new materials, 
illuminated vital genetic processes, developed essential sources of light, and deepened our understanding of global 
climate change. These scientists, engineers, and business leaders have made enormous strides in their fields, 
improving the lives of billions of people across the world, and paving the way for a better future. 

Among the seven Benjamin Franklin Medal recipients is Philadelphia geneticist Douglas Wallace, Ph.D., 
who was the first to show that mutations in mitochondrial DNA can cause inherited human disease. The Bower 
Award for Achievement in Science, which includes a $250,000 prize, one of the most significant scientific prizes in 
America, is presented to French glaciologist and climate change pioneer Claude Lorius, Ph.D., whose monumental 
discoveries in Antarctica have significantly impacted our overall understanding of climate and launched an 
awareness of the effects of global warming. The Bower Award for Business Leadership is presented to Alan 
Mulally, retired CEO of Ford Motor Company whose pioneering leadership style helped him engineer one of the 
most successful business turnarounds in history. 

An array of public events throughout Awards Week (May 1-5), as well as educational programs and 
demonstrations for students of the Institute’s STEM-based youth programs, are designed to provide direct and 
unprecedented access to the laureates. A full list of laureate events taking place throughout the city beginning 


Monday, May | is available at https://www.fi.edu/awards-week. 





Events held at The Franklin Institute include: 


TUESDAY, MAY 2 

Laureates’ Laboratory 

3:30 PM — 4:45 PM 

Students from The Franklin Institute’s STEM-focused youth programs will engage with the 2017 Franklin 
Awards laureates and get an unprecedented and intimate look at their incredible work as they illustrate the 
concepts that brought them here. Invited students only; closed to the public. 


Breaking Through: The Path to Discovery with The Franklin Institute Awards Laureates 

6:30 PM — 8:30 PM 

At this Franklin Institute Speaker Series event, Chief Astronomer Derrick Pitts leads a conversation with 
six of the 2017 Franklin Institute Awards laureates as they reflect on their own journeys to discovery and 
imagine what breakthroughs might transform the future. Laureates include: Physicist Marvin Cohen, 
Glaciologist Claude Lorius, Chemists Krzysztof Matyjaszewski and Mitsuo Sawamoto, Cognitive Scientist 
Michael Posner, and Geneticist Douglas Wallace. Free and open to the public but registration is required: 
215-448-1200 or www fi.edu. 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 

Working Together: A Conversation with Alan Mulally, 2017 Bower Award for Business Leadership 
recipient 

9:30 AM — 10:45 AM | The Franklin Institute 

Alan Mulally, retired president and chief executive officer of Ford Motor Company and Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes, will discuss techniques for strategic and operational leadership and teamwork— 
skills learned from his nearly 50-year career in the automotive, aeronautics, and astronautics industries. 
Free and open to the public but registration is required: 215-448-1200 or www fi.edu. 


Programs like The Franklin Institute Awards inspire a passion for learning about science and technology 
and are made possible by the generous support of partners. Bank of America has been a dedicated community 
partner and Franklin Institute supporter since 2003, and returns for the 15" year as Presenting Sponsor of the 
Awards Ceremony and Dinner. TE Connectivity generously underwrites Awards Week. 

On Thursday, May 4, 2017, The Franklin Institute will celebrate the enormous impact of science, 
technology, and business leadership by honoring the following pioneers for their monumental and critical 


achievements: 


2017 BOWER AWARD & PRIZE FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN SCIENCE 
CLAUDE LORIUS, PH.D. 
French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) 
Paris, France 


2017 BOWER AWARD FOR BUSINESS LEADERSHIP 
ALAN MULALLY 
Retired President and CEO, Ford Motor Company 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN CHEMISTRY (SHARED) 
KRZYSZTOF MATYJASZEWSKI, PH.D. 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


MITSUO SAWAMOTO, PH.D. 
Kyoto University 
Kyoto, Japan 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN COMPUTER & COGNITIVE SCIENCE 
MICHAEL I. POSNER, PH.D. 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, Oregon 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
New York, New York 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
NICK HOLONYAK, JR., PH.D. 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Urbana, Illinois 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN LIFE SCIENCE 
DOUGLAS C. WALLACE, PH.D. 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN MATERIALS SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
MILDRED S. DRESSELHAUS, PH.D. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
This award will be presented posthumously 


2017 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MEDAL IN PHYSICS 
MARVIN L. COHEN, PH.D. 
University of California, Berkeley 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
Berkeley, California 


Honored with a regional Emmy® award, The Franklin Institute Awards: Declaration of Progress video 





illustrates the rich history of the 193-year-old Awards Program. For more information including photos, visit Press 





Kit: 2017 Franklin Institute Awards. Follow The Franklin Institute on Facebook (TheFranklinInstitute), Twitter 
(@TheFranklin), and Instagram (franklininstitute). 


The Franklin Institute 

Founded in honor of America’s first scientist, Benjamin Franklin, The Franklin Institute is one of America’s oldest and premier 
centers of science education and development in the country. Today, the Institute continues its dedication to public education 
and creating a passion for science by offering new and exciting access to science and technology in ways that would dazzle and 
delight its namesake. Recognizing outstanding achievements in science throughout the world is one important way that the 
Institute honors its commitment to Benjamin Franklin’s legacy. For more information, please visit fi.edu. 


